Parish Staff:

Father Stanley Drewniak, Pastor

Linette Hopwood, Secretary

Susan Tjelle, RE Director (815) 823-9376

Email: stlawrenceswilm@yahoo.com
Web Page: swkrcatholics.org

Office Hours: 9-1 Monday -Friday
St. Lawrence Rectory (815) 237-2230

Hall Rentals - Call the Parish Office

Mass Schedule:
Sat. - 4:00pm
Sun. - 10:00am

Tues. 6:30pm
Wed. & Thurs. - 7:30am

Reconciliation:
Saturday 3:30pm - 4:00pm.

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM - Baptisms are
celebrated during the 10:00 am Mass. Please
call the Rectory to make arrangements.

MARRIAGES -Diocesan policy require at least
a six month preparation process. Couples who
are planning to marry should speak directly
with the pastor before setting a date. No wed-
dings are scheduled on Sundays.

HOSPITALIZED PARISHIONERS - Due
to a change 1n the privacy law, Father cannot go
to the hospital and ask for a list of parishioners
for him to visit. As a patient, you must ask the
hospital to notify the Rectory that you are re-
questing a visit. For our homebound parish-
1oners, if you would like Father to visit, please
call the Rectory and Father will be more than
happy to come and visit you. Thank you!

Funeral Dinner Co-Chairs for January
Thalia Wilson 237-8595
Betsy Lutz 252-0157

ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH
South Wilmington, IL

S

====y3

MASS INTENTIONS:
1/06/24 Sat. 4:00pm +Pete Schultz (Cindy Kailyn & Chelsea)
1/07/24 Sun. 10:00am +Donna Horrie (Bruce & Deb Tjelle)

1/08/24 Mon. No Mass

1/09/24 Tues. No Mass

1/10/24 Wed. 7:30am +Mary Lou Smolik (Robert & Sue Suddick)
1/11/24 Thurs. 7:30am +Terry Hampson (Pam Holohan)

1/12/24 Fri. No Mass

1/13/24 Sat. 4:00pm Parishioners

1/14/24 Sun. 10:00am +Sharon Benac (Dave & Deb Wollgast)

If you would like a Mass Intention said, please contact the Parish
Office. Suggested Donations is $10

FROM AROUND THE PARISH

Welcome! We welcome all new individuals, couples
and families to St. Lawrence Parish.

No Daily Mass on Tuesday, January 9th. However,
there is Mass on Wednesday and Thursday this week.

News & Upcoming Events

REMEMBER in PRAYER our deceased relatives and friends, the ill of
our parish and community, nursing home residents, the homeless,
hungry and unemployed, those living alone and our own special
intentions we hold deep in our hearts. Keep in prayer all men and
women serving our country, the injured and those being held prison-
ers. Let us not forget all men and women who gave up their lives so
we may live in freedom and in peace!

Blessing of a Home—Although there are fine texts
for the blessing of homes, neither the Book of Bless-
ings nor Catholic Households Blessings and Prayers
explains the traditional method for blessing homes
this day using incense, chalk (an incarnational image
because it reminds us of the dust of the earth from
which we were made), and “Jordan water.” The chalk
is used to mark over doorways. The numerals conse-
crate the new year. The initials remind us of the leg-
endary names of the magi—Casper, Melchior, and
Balthasar—and also stand for the Latin motto Christos
mansion benedict (“May Christ bless the house”). We
have available to you Epiphany Kits and instructions
so you can bless your homes or Fr. Stanley is happy to
come and bless your homes. If you are interested,

please call the rectory to set this up.

Program for NEW YEAR—DAILY PLAN—LIFE
God’s man lives, moves, has his being in God. The Chris-
tian who would live Godly always must have a rule or
pattern of life. Here is a suggestion: Participate daily in
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Make everything —work,
play, prayer-share in It: Ite, Missa Est! Feast daily in the
Eucharist-Christ is your Great Friend-take Him with you.
Make daily conversation with Christ —mental prayer-
aim for 15 minutes, settle for no less than five, on busiest
days. Receive the Sacrament of Penance biweekly, with a
regular confessor if possible. Seek spiritual direction.
Pray Our Lady’s Rosary daily, devoutly. Use opportu-
nities to increase knowledge of our Holy Faith: cours-
es, lectures, discussion clubs, books, sermons.

The Parish Office will be closed January 8-21. How-
ever, someone will be checking phone messages
during this time. Fr. Stan will be available.

Liturgical Schedule Lector Euch. Min. Servers
1/6 Sat. 4pm D. Wollgast  S. Myrick K. & R. Shute
1/7 Sun. 10am  T. Peterson R. Chase K. & L. Scheuber
1/13 Sat. 4pm A. Wargo L. Himes A. & N. Himes
1/14 Sun. 10am M. Pfeifer D. Pfeifer R. Byers

The Volunteer Schedule for January can be found on our website
swkrcatholics.org under the ministry tab. If you would like a print-
ed copy, please call the Parish Office. Thank you for volunteering.

Holy Father’s Intention for the month of January:

General Intention: For the gift of diversity in the Church. We
pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognize the gift of differ-
ent charisms within the Christian community and to discover the
richness of different traditions and rituals in the Catholic Church.

Weekly Income:

& Sunday Collection $ 1577.00
<=\~ | Christmas $  350.00
¢\ol_|Imnitial Offering $ 265.00

A\ Solemnity of Mary $ 250.00

Thank you!! Your offering is most appreciated.

Statistical Parish Data for the year 2023
Baptisms - 20 Weddings - 2 Funerals - 13
Registered Families - 269

No RE class next weekend, January 14th, but mark
your calendar for January 21 RE Class and our next
Children’s Mass.

Month of the Holy Name of Jesus—The month of January
is traditionally dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. After
the Blessed Virgin Mary conceived by the Holy Spirit, the
angel Gabriel appeared to St. Joseph and told him that the
Child’s name should be called Jesus, meaning “God
Saves.” According to Jewish law, on the 8th day after his
birth a male child was to be circumcised, receive his
name, and become a full member of God’s covenant peo-
ple. According to the old Roman liturgical calendar, the
Feast of the Circumcision of Jesus was celebrated on Janu-
ary 1st, eight days after Christmas, the same day that He
was given His sacred name. Currently we celebrate the
Solemnity of the Mother of God on January 1st and honor
the Holy Name of Jesus on January 3rd. For Catholics,
Jesus’ sacred name is the object of a special devotion sym-
bolized by the monogram “IHS,” (sometimes called a
Christogram), which is the first three letters of the

Greek spelling of His name.

Nite at the Races Meeting—Tuesday, January 9th at
7pm in Fr. Matthew Hall. We are planning our 2024

Nite at the Races. Any help is appreciated. Save the

Date for our 13th Nite at the Races, April 6, 2024.

The Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord is on Monday, January
8th. This feast brings to an end
the season of Christmas. Ordinary
Time lasts from the day after this
feast to the Tuesday before Lent.

"A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds. A

good deed is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps

friendship, and he who plants kindness gathers love."
—St. Basil the Great

Epiphany of the Lord
“The Magi set out because of a deep desire which prompt-
ed them to leave everything and begin a journey. It was
as though they had always been waiting for that
star” (Pope Benedict XVI). Our response to the Father’s
offer of salvation is that of the Magi: “To offer gold is to
proclaim Christ’s kingship, to offer incense is to adore his
Godhead, and to offer myrrh is to acknowledge his mor-
tality” (Saint Odilo of Cluny). Creation responds as well:
“When the king of heaven was born, the heavens knew
that he was God because they immediately sent forth a
star; the sea knew him because it allowed him to walk
upon it; the earth knew him because it trembled when he
died; the sun knew him because it hid the rays of its
light” (Saint Gregory the Great). The manifestation of the
Son of God to the world begs belief from us by which we
will be led home by another way.
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